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PRESS NOTE

VAO TRAPPED & ARRESTED FOR DEMAND AND OBTAINMENT
OF BRIBE FOR PATTA NAME TRANSFER

The complainant Tr.Rajagopal, is residing at Kounchi Village,
Kodaikanal Taluk, Dindigul District. The complainant and his mother
owned 2 acre agricultural land and has joint patta and another property
is in his father name. The complainant submitted an application for the
patta name transfers of the above properties to his name at the grievance
day meeting of District Revenue Officer, Dindigul District. Few days later,
Village Assistant called him over phone and direct to meet the VAO.
when the complainant met Tr.Swaminathan, Village Administrative
Officer, Mannavanoor Village, Kodaikanal Taluk, Dindigul District, he
asked why he had given the petition to the DRO, instead of approaching
him directly and further demanded Rs.5,000/- as bribe for processing
his application. On 03.01.2023, the complainant went to the VAO Office
and met the suspect officer Tr.Swaminathan, during which he again
demanded Rs.5,000/- as bribe to process the application and get it
approved at Tahsildar Office and further stated that if the amount was
not paid, the application would be kept pending without any action. Not
willing to give the bribe, the complainant approached the Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption, Dindigul detachment and preferred a complaint. In this
connection a case was registered and a trap was organized today
04.01.2023 and during the trap Tr. Swaminathan, Village Administrative
Officer, reiterated his demand and received the bribe amount of
Rs.5,000/- from the complainant. The accused was caught red handed

by the DVAC and remanded to judicial custody.



